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TEXT:  Acts 20:26-28 
THEME:  KEEP SENDING THEM, LORD 

1. Servants Who Treasure God’s Flock 
2. Servants Who Teach God’s Word 

 
Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you.  For I 
have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.  Keep watch over 
yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  Be 
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
How often do you think about the called workers God has given us?  We get pretty used to 
having pastors who preach, teachers who teach, and musicians who play music.  When 
one of them leaves because of another call or some other circumstances, we start thinking.  
Where will we find a replacement?  How?  What should we expect him or her to do?  What 
qualities should we look for?  By God’s grace, it has been over a year since we went 
through any changes in our called workers.  Maybe now is a good time to remind ourselves 
not to take them for granted. 
 
Titus, whose festival we are observing today, is not mentioned in our text.  For that matter, 
he is not mentioned at all in the book of Acts, only in three of Paul’s letters.  Yet, this 
servant of God who was converted by Paul, called to serve on the island of Crete, and 
carried out his ministry faithfully exemplifies the kinds of servants we pray God will keep 
sending us.  What kind might that be?  Let’s listen as Paul tells the called workers of the 
church in Ephesus. 
 
SERVANTS WHO TREASURE GOD’S FLOCK  Paul’s earnest command to the workers at 
Ephesus was this:  Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God, which he 
bought with his own blood.  Those leaders were to be servants who had the right view of 
the people whom the Holy Spirit had sent them to serve.  “Flock” makes us think of sheep, 
something many of us know little about.  Sheep are trusting creatures, following and 
depending on their shepherd.  A shepherd gains their trust by caring for them and being 
committed to their well-being. 
 
If that’s how shepherds view their sheep, how much more so should called shepherds of 
God’s flock view those under their spiritual care.  Every one of them—every one of you—
was “bought with his own blood,” the blood of God himself.  What a striking statement!  
The purchase price for the church was the very blood of himself.  When Jesus’ blood 
flowed on Calvary, it was the blood of God himself.  For what Jesus—true man—was 
doing, Jesus—true God—was also doing.  Precious beyond measure, purchased with 
divine gold, that’s how spiritual shepherds are to value “all the flock,” every single one of 
them, without exception. 
 
But we called workers are sinners just as you are.  We need forgiveness; we need God’s 
strength, wisdom, and guidance.  We need your continual and faithful prayers.  Please pray 
this prayer out loud with me: 
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Please, Lord, keep sending us pastors, teachers, and musicians who treasure your flock.  
Who value all of us, not just the important and influential, the friendly and the favorable.  
Who look at us and see not just our sins and shortcomings, though admittedly we have 
plenty of those, but who ache and long to comfort us with the sweet news of God’s own 
blood shed for us.  Who look at our children not as objects to teach or problems to tackle 
but as lambs of the Savior himself.  Who look at their work not only as a job or profession 
but as a calling you have extended to them.  Keep sending such shepherds to us, and we 
promise we will treasure them too, valuing them as gifts from your gracious hand and 
viewing their work among us as a rich blessing from you.  Amen. 
 
SERVANTS WHO TEACH GOD’S WORD  “I am innocent of the blood of any of you.  
For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God,” Paul also reminded 
the workers in Ephesus.  What an example and encouragement for their ministry!  For three 
years Paul had worked in Ephesus, longer than he worked anywhere else, teaching, 
preaching, admonishing, comforting, his efforts even, as he put it elsewhere, to the point of 
tears. 
 
Why did Paul labor so strenuously among them?  He didn’t want “blood” on his hands.  This 
time with blood he refers not to the precious blood of the God-man, but the blood of the 
souls for which the Savior died.  He didn’t want a single person on Judgment Day to point 
the finger at him and say, “It’s all your fault, Paul, because of what you did or didn’t tell me.”  
That’s why the apostle worked overtime to “proclaim the whole will of God” to them.  What 
he meant with this phrase he explained earlier in Acts 20:21, “I have declared to both 
Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord 
Jesus.”  That sentence wraps up all the Bible’s teaching.  It includes the law in all its 
severity and the gospel in all its sweetness.  It reminds us also that the heart and center of 
the Bible is the salvation prepared by God for us through Jesus Christ.  Around that 
blessed teaching revolve all the other teachings.  To attack or subtract from any teaching of 
Scripture is to chip away at the rock of our salvation.  To proclaim more or less can only 
bring damage to precious souls. 
 
Again, a prayer is in order, isn’t it?  Pray it out loud with me: 
Please, Lord, keep sending us pastors, teachers, and musicians who teach your Word.  
Who boldly present not what we want to hear, but what we need to hear.  Who don’t sway 
with the winds of the times or seek to offer that which sells, but skillfully lay the unchanging 
truths of your law and gospel before us.  Who painfully recognize their own sins and 
shortcomings before attempting to point out ours.  Who kneel at the foot of your cross 
before they call us to kneel there.  Who immerse themselves in your Word before they 
attempt to plunge us into it.  To whom we can point on Judgment Day and say, “Thank you, 
Lord, for sending them to proclaim your Word to us.”  Amen. 
 
How often do we think about the called workers God has given us?  Probably not often 
enough.  How often should we pray, “Keep sending them, Lord”?  We know the answer.  
Amen. 


